2017 Annual Report

Your calf care partners

Message from our Chair, Brian Keunen

2017 has seen some significant milestones for the veal
industry, with the completion of a number of important
initiatives that will directly impact and benefit Ontario’s
veal farmers both today and in the future as our industry
continues to evolve and change.

In two short years of operation, our VFO membership
database continues to grow as new members become
registered. If you have not already registered with VFO
please contact the office as it is important to be kept up
to date with your industry’s activities. License fee
enforcement continues to be an evolving process as we
continue to educate the veal cattle industry on their
regulatory responsibilities.

One of the highlights of this year has been the
completion of the “Code of Practice for the Care and
Handling of Veal Cattle” (Code) review. The Code
Review Committee has worked diligently over the past
two years to update, review, discuss and collaborate on
this important initiative. Without the commitment of all
involved in the Canadian veal industry- working towards
a common goal- this huge undertaking would not have
been possible. The Code is an important tool in
communicating with the entire supply chain our
commitment to animal care and welfare on our farms.

Together with our Quebec colleagues in the Canadian
Veal Association (CVA) we have been working on a
number of issues including the impact of trade
agreements on the Canadian veal industry and the ability
for imported veal to come into Canada which displaces
our own veal products. It is critical that the CVA have a
voice with the federal government on issues of national
importance.

Another milestone for the VFO was the development
and completion of a number of new animal welfare
resources that will help both dairy and veal farmers
bring healthy, strong calves to the market. Whether
through videos, articles, booklets or other educational
resources, this project was a strategic priority for the
VFO to ensure both dairy and veal farmers remain
proactive in the management of dairy calves and finished
veal cattle.

I would like to thank each of the VFO Board of Directors
for their contributions this past year. Without their
input and dedication around the board table, the VFO
would not be what it is today. Thanks as well, to our
dedicated and passionate staff for all their efforts on the
many issues our organization tackles. It has been a
privilege to serve as VFO Chair during such a formative
time for the VFO and the veal industry.

Perhaps one of the most significant milestones for the
VFO was the completion of the VFO’s Regulatory review
that was mandated to the VFO by the Farm Products
Marketing Commission as part of our initial start-up in
2015. In the VFO’s final report submitted in April, we call
for the revision of VFO’s regulatory oversight to include
veal cattle sold at auction markets as well as started
calves to close the loop on where VFO license fees are
applied and ensure equality for all dairy calf and veal
producers.
The VFO Board and staff worked
collaboratively with the Commission and we look
forward to having a resolution in 2018 to this
outstanding issue that directly impacts the foundation of
our organization.
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2017 VFO Board of Directors
Veal Farmers of Ontario (VFO) is a producer-run
organization that represents the interests of Ontario’s
grain-fed and milk-fed veal producers. VFO is committed
to promoting industry growth and viability through
collaboration, innovation, marketing and education.
VFO works closely with our industry partners including
government, and others within the red meat and
livestock sectors. VFO endeavors to make the industry
better on behalf of producers, packers, processors, feed
companies, pharmaceutical companies, retailers, and
other service and equipment suppliers.

Back: Chair—Brian Keunen (Palmerston), Jim Millson
(Enniskillen), Vice-Chair—Tom Kroesbergen (Ailsa Craig)
Front: Pascal Bouilly (Cambridge), Rita Maciukiewicz (Belwood),
Judy Dirksen (Harriston), Joyce Feenstra (Belwood)

The business of VFO is handled by a Board of Directors
comprised of eight veal producers from across Ontario.
Directors are elected by voting members at each Annual
General Meeting (AGM). All Directors are elected to a
rotating three-year term.

Phil Kroesbergen (Mt. Brydges) was appointed to the VFO Board of Directors Spring
2017.

VFO Directors work together on a variety of industry
projects and issues to ensure that the best interests of
Ontario’s veal industry are represented. The main duty
of a Director is to help set policy and direction for VFO.
Directors are responsible for attending Board meetings
and participating in teleconference meetings. On

average, each VFO Director spends approximately 10
days each year attending Board meetings, committee
meetings and other industry activities.

2017 VFO Staff
VFO employs staff members who are responsible for implementing initiatives and conducting the organization’s day-today business. As the founding partner of the Livestock Alliance, VFO shared human and office resources with our 2017
partners: Ontario Goat, Canadian Meat Goat Association, and Canadian Goat Society. By pooling resources and project
funds, the partnership has been able to attract key staff members who provide skills and expertise in specific areas in
order to benefit each of the organizations. Our staff is our most valued resource and their passion and dedication to
the veal and goat sectors is appreciated.
Jennifer Haley,
Executive Director
jhaley@livestockalliance.ca

Kendra Keels,
Director, Producer & Industry Development
kkeels@livestockalliance.ca

Erin MacDuff,
Policy Manager
emacduff@livestockalliance.ca

Melissa Speirs,
Project Coordinator
projects@livestockalliance.ca

Molly Mazerolle,
Administrative Assistant
info@livestockalliance.ca

3

4

2017: Highlights & Triumphs
PRODUCTION & STANDARDS

VFO’s partnership with Dr. Dave Renaud at the
University of Guelph continued in 2017 as he wrapped
up his PhD focusing on determining factors affecting
male calf health in Ontario and the associated impact on
economics, health and growth. Jointly funded by VFO,
Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO), Dairy Farmers of Canada
(DFC), Grober Nutrition,
Mapleview Agri Ltd. and
the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs (OMAFRA), the
project involved identifying
key risk factors for veal calf
mortality that can impact veal and dairy calves , creation
of a novel calf-screening tool to identify high-risk calves
upon arrival to veal operations and producer and
industry education and awareness.

2017 has been an exciting year for VFO and animal
welfare remained a top priority with the launch of many
new resources to equip producers with the means to
continually improve the care of animals on their farms.
Understanding how different groups of people, such as
researchers, producers, veterinarians, or the public, view
animal welfare can help groups with different focuses
realize that everyone is aiming for the same goal: to
maintain the excellent level of animal care on farms
across Canada while striving for continuous
improvement.
The Growing Forward 2 (GF2) project, “Animal Welfare
Producer Education Series” wrapped up October 31,
2017. New resources developed as part of the project
include animal handling videos, an animal welfare selfassessment, a booklet on early disease detection and
euthanasia fact sheets. Producers will receive a package
of new resources developed as part of the project in
early 2018.

ADVOCACY & INDUSTRY RELATIONS
2017 saw VFO continue to work closely with several key
industry groups, including the Canadian Veal Association
(CVA), the Veal Industry Advisory Committee (VIAC), and
the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (OSPCA), through committee work, representing
the Ontario veal sector at industry functions, and
participating in provincial and national initiatives that
impact the veal industry.
VFO continues to work with the VIAC, which is
comprised of representatives from a number of industry
groups including DFO, Ontario Livestock Dealers
Association (OLDA), Ontario Livestock Auction Markets
Association (OLAMA), Beef Farmers of Ontario (BFO) and
the Ontario Independent Meat Processors (OIMP). The
VIAC is chaired by Ontario Farm Products Marketing
Commission (OFPMC) member Valerie Hobbs and we
appreciate the support of the Commission in bringing
this important group together.
Collaborating with other livestock organizations, VFO
continues to address animal welfare concerns and
provide on-farm support during OSPCA farm visits in
response to complaints. VFO has signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA) to further enhance this
relationship. As part of their commitment to animal
welfare, VFO submitted comments in support of the
proposed changes to section XII of the Health of Animals
regulations, recognizing the importance of updating the
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animal transportation regulations from an animal health,
welfare and economic standpoint and ensuring the
Ontario veal sector’s voice was heard.

to address new opportunities for the future growth of
the veal sector. Over 40 speakers and panelists were
part of the conference program in addition to barn and
retail store tours. The Symposium provided the
opportunity for VFO to connect with other producer
groups in Europe as well as colleagues from the
American Veal Association and CVA.

Ontario’s Risk Management Program (RMP) was
designed to deliver predictable and timely benefits to
producers to mitigate their risks in times of economic
downturns. During the first years of delivery, the RMP
has provided producers with the confidence to invest in
their operations, and support local suppliers and
businesses.
This results in investments in rural
communities in Ontario and the RMP is viewed as a
strategic investment in Ontario agriculture. VFO, along
with its other partners in the Ontario Agriculture
Sustainability Coalition (OASC), held its fall lobby day in
November. Ontario’s RMP remains a critical program for
Ontario’s non-supply managed livestock farmers. The
RMP has undergone three reviews, which have reconfirmed that the current program design chosen by
both government and industry is the most effective way
to provide livestock producers with predictable,
bankable and timely support that fills the gap in the
national suite of programs. A fourth review of the RMP
is currently underway. Given the importance of RMP to
industry and that RMP is a cost-shared program, OASC
expects to be an active participant in both the federal
and provincial reviews and that the $100 million budget
remains intact along with the Cost-of-Production model
unless, or until, a redesigned stand-alone of shared
federal-Ontario program provides the same or better
level of coverage for our farmers.

CVA President Bob Wynands, VFO Executive Director Jennifer Haley,
and American Veal Association President Dale Bakke.

Industry Relationships
VFO works closely with a number of industry partners
and organizations in order to fulfill the mandate of the
association, including:
Agricultural Adaptation Council
Agscape
Canadian Veal Association
Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario
Farm & Food Care Ontario
Foodland Ontario
Les producteurs de bovins du Quebec
Livestock Research Innovation Council
Ontario Agricultural Commodity Council
Ontario Agricultural Sustainability Coalition
Ontario Animal Health Network
Ontario Federation of Agriculture
Ontario Goat
Ontario Independent Meat Packers
Ontario Livestock & Poultry Council
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs
President’s Council

Last fall Minister Leal attended the Tri-National
Agricultural Accord, in Denver, Colorado. The Accord
brings together senior state and provincial officials from
Canada, the United States and Mexico to work
collaboratively on agricultural and food trade and
market development issues.
Building strong
relationships with other jurisdictions is critical to the
success of our agricultural and food processing sector,
particularly our relationship with the United States and
Mexico as we renegotiate an updated North-American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
VFO submitted
comments to Minister Leal on some of our trade and
market access concerns.
VFO Executive Director Jennifer Haley attended the 6th
International Veal Symposium held in La Baule, France
April 2017. Over 450 producers and industry partners
were in attendance to discuss industry, share
information and identify challenges and opportunities
for the industry in the years ahead, including thinking
outside the box of the traditional veal industry in order

MARKETING & PROMOTION
Enhancing brand awareness of the Ontario Veal Appeal
website and social media presence has been the focus of
the 2017 marketing campaign, along with revamping the
Ontario’s Best Veal Sandwich contest and meeting with
consumers at industry events. Vealing Delicious, VFO’s
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share veal recipes and resources with the public,
Members of Provincial Parliament and urban media.
Over 1000 samples of Pickled Ontario Veal Pepperoni
were handed out to the over 6000 people in attendance.

monthly consumer e-newsletter featuring new recipes, is
sent to 2970 consumers.
The accompanying
@OntVealAppeal twitter account and Facebook page
continue to be excellent avenues of connecting with
consumers to increase veal consumption.

The OIMP came together for the Meat Industry Expo
2017. Eighty-two exhibitors, including VFO, showcased
their products and services to over 400 attendees over
the course of the two day event in the Niagara area.

Digital Presence
Veal Appeal
Website

ontariovealappeal.ca

Facebook

@OntarioVealAppeal
626 followers, 659 likes

Twitter

@OntVealAppeal
925 followers, 1495 likes

Pinterest

OntarioVeal
174 followers

YouTube

OntarioVeal
“The search for Ontario’s best veal sandwich 2016”
293 views

Instagram
E-newsletter

VFO also attended the fall Breakfast on the Farm event,
hosted by Farm and Food Care Ontario. With 1500
visitors enjoying breakfast and touring the Perth County
dairy farm, it was a great opportunity to meet with
visitors, hand out recipe cards and discuss Ontario’s veal
industry.
OPERATIONS
VFO’s membership database continues to grow,
increasing to 1976 producers in December 2017, up from
1186 in December 2016.

ontariovealappeal
503 followers
Vealing Delicious
2970 consumer recipients

As requested by the OFPMC, VFO worked with Synthesis
Agri-Food Network to complete a comprehensive review
of the VFO regulations. The report, submitted April
2017,
provided clear recommendations that will
contribute to the long-term viability of VFO, including
enhancements and further clarification to Regulation
272/14 (Veal Cattle - Plan) and Regulation 58/15 (Veal
Cattle - Marketing) as required and outlined by the
OFPMC.

Building on the wildly successful Ontario’s Best Veal
Sandwich campaign from 2016, VFO is moving forward
with marketing initiatives that promise to enhance and
build on the success of the previous program. The goals
of the new campaign are not only to grow participation
in Ontario’s Best Veal Sandwich – Part 2, with more
restaurants seeking Ontario veal and more consumer
nominations, but also to address the lack of education
among foodservice workers and influencers with respect
to the benefits and ease of procuring and serving local
veal for their customers and increase sales of local
Ontario veal. In the fall of 2017, VFO planned to launch a
campaign to find the best veal sandwich created by an
Ontario culinary arts program student, however the
recent college strike postponed this initiative. Fall 2017
also saw the beginning of foodservice distributor
outreach, with the development and distribution of
marketing and promotional materials and participation
in various foodservice trade shows and events, alongside
a veal farmer. The strategic, integrated programs will
continue well into 2018 and VFO is confident that it will
increase foodservice workers, distributors and
consumers’ education, awareness and understanding of
the quality, availability and benefits of supporting local
Ontario food products.

In the fall of 2017, the OFPMC appointed two external
consultants to meet with VFO, DFO, BFO and other
stakeholders, to perform a review, provide an analysis
and make recommendations to the OFPMC with respect
to the veal regulatory review. VFO will continue to
collaborate with the OFPMC to ensure the dairy calf and
veal cattle sectors remain viable.
MEMBER RELATIONS
VFO is committed to promoting and enhancing Ontario’s
veal industry through innovation, marketing, advocacy
and education. This includes developing and
implementing communication strategies for producers,
processors, government and the general public through
a quarterly magazine, weekly and bi-monthly enewsletters, social media and web services, along with
attendance at industry events.

VFO joined Foodland Ontario’s Local Food Week event,
Picnic in the Park, at Yonge-Dundas Square in Toronto
this past June. The event was a great opportunity to

VFO’s Calf Care Corner e-newsletter is released bi7

be a well-used communication tool for communicating
with farmers.

monthly to 1067 members and industry partners. Calf
Care Corner also has a Facebook page (and twitter
account) dedicated to sharing calf raising tips to ensure
all calves get off to a healthy start. A monthly column
in Dairy Farmers of Ontario’s Milk Producer publication
provides an additional avenue to share information
pertaining to neonatal calf health with producers.

The Veal Market Report app for iPhone and Android,
along with the weekly e-distribution of the market
report, continues to provide producers with timely
market information
so they can make
informed business
decisions. To date
there are 164 iOs
users and 89
Android users, with
2017 adding 59 new
iOs users and 45
new Android users.

Online Presence
VFO

Calf Care Corner

Website

Ontarioveal.on.ca

Calfcare.ca

Facebook

@HealthyCalfConference
136 followers, 138 likes

@CalfCareCorner
729 followers, 722 likes

Twitter

@OntarioVeal
730 followers, 209 likes

@CalfCareCorner
184 followers, 34 likes

YouTube

“Transporting Veal Cattle”
7054 views

E-newsletter

Alliance e-update
202 recipients

VFO attended the South Western
Ontario Dairy Symposium, the
Canadian Dairy XPO, and
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show in
2017, connecting with new and
existing members, discussing
industry issues, promoting calf
care and distributing resources.

Alliance magazine, VFO’s joint publication with Ontario
Goat, provides producers with educational articles on
veal production by staff and guest writers, along with
industry news. VFO
also distributes
information
electronically via the
weekly Alliance eupdate. The
ontarioveal.on.ca
website, maintained
by VFO, keeps
producers informed
and provides
additional access to
new resources as they
become available.

Along with producer education, VFO was fortunate to
be involved with providing information to students
asking to learn more about veal. VFO was pleased to
offer resources to 4-H veal production clubs running in
Ontario this year, along with presentations to the
Bovine Club at the University of Guelph. VFO also
worked with Ridgetown College to draft a lecture on
veal production due to popular demand. 14,800
educational resources were distributed to schools and
fairs.

The
@OntarioVeal
twitter account, designed for producers, continues to
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Together with our Quebec counterparts, VFO continues to
work as a founding member of the CVA in order to raise
awareness of issues impacting the veal sector at the Federal
level and address a number of priority issues that include the
drug labeling and approval process, antimicrobial use and
resistance, animal welfare, on-farm food safety and the impact
of European veal imports.

Safety Program (Verified Veal Program) and has been working
closely with the national Cattle Implementation Plan
committee to ready the industry for the proposed traceability
regulations.
The Verified Veal Program (VVP) is an easy to use on-farm
food safety program that outlines a set of producer-developed
protocols designed to meet the consumer demand for safe,
high quality food. Many of these protocols are already being
followed on Ontario veal farms. While program uptake in
Ontario has been slow, as other commodities continue to
incorporate additional modules into their quality assurance
programs pertaining to animal welfare, biosecurity, etc., it
becomes more and more important that veal producers take
this first step in adopting our own national program. 2017 saw
the addition of one Ontario producer to the national program.

Antimicrobial resistance is a growing global issue. Health
Canada has been working diligently to honour the
commitment Canada agreed to as part of the global changes.
VFO and the CVA have been working closely with Health
Canada on the regulatory changes and will continue to
advocate for veal producers. In 2017, the CVA contracted Dr.
Reny Lothrop to provide a review of all aspects of usage and
resistance to assist veal producers across Canada to
continually improve the health and welfare of veal cattle onfarm.
2017 also saw the
completion
of
the
update to the “Code of
Practice for the Care
and Handling of Veal
Cattle” (Code). As part
of the Code Committee,
the CVA was involved in
the review of over
11,000 comments from
928 people. The Code
was finalized Fall 2017
and made available
online in November.
The changes in the
Code reflect current
science as well as
industry
consensus.
The result is a Code that is scientifically informed, practical and
reflects societal expectations for responsible farm animal care.
In addition to mitigating risks at the farm level, Ontario’s veal
producers are committed to producing a safe and high quality
product. With the commitment by government in the areas of
food safety and
traceability, the
Ontario
veal
industry must
ready itself for
changes
that
may come. To date the industry has worked hard as part of
the CVA on the development of the National On-Farm Food

The CVA has also been involved in lobby efforts at the Federal
level on behalf of all veal producers. The CVA believes that
funds should also be set aside for the Canadian veal sector in
order to become more efficient, more competitive and to
stave off European imports. Having just completed the Code,
the veal industry has identified a need for investment in
improved animal housing and barn infrastructure. The veal
industry needs to be more energy and labour efficient in order
to lower our cost of production but a huge investment is
required to make these transitions. Pile on top of this
increased restrictions for the use of antimicrobials in the
livestock sector and not having access to the same products as
European veal producers have and there is cause for concern.
The CVA is also concerned that given our smaller size in
comparison to the other livestock sectors we become more
susceptible to any type of market fluctuation. VFO, together
with our Quebec counterparts, are working through the CVA
to bring this message to our federal government.
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Farm & Food Care Ontario
Submitted by: Matt McIntosh, Communications Coordinator
As a Silver Member of Farm & Food Care Ontario, VFO plays an
important part in the success of Farm & Food Care Ontario’s public
outreach, environmental and animal welfare initiatives.

others.
Farm & Food Care Ontario also hosted two additional Emergency
Livestock Training Workshops in collaboration with fire departments
in Listowel and Glencoe. These were both fully attended with 35 to
40 attendees at each session, including a representative from VFO.
The courses brought together emergency responders from different
regions, plus many interested in learning more about animal behavior
and management during livestock emergencies. A resource guide
based on the workshops and associated resources was developed
and distributed to 450 fire departments across the province.

The Real Dirt on Farming 2017
With financial support from VFO, the fourth edition of “The Real Dirt
on Farming” was unveiled in November. Information in the resource
has been revised and updated using a wide variety of credible and
accessible sources, including Statistic Canada’s 2016 Census of
Agriculture.
The publication addresses common questions and misconceptions
about Canadian food and farming, as well as other subjects that the
general public has indicated are important to them. Livestock farming
is covered in extensive detail – along with other hot topics relevant to
the sector, such as antibiotic use and food traceability. Participation
from all major commodity groups through the content review process
helped ensure the accuracy of each section.

Animal Care Certificate

A full 60 page publication is currently available online at
www.RealDirtonFarming.ca. A shorter digest version, as well as
French translations, will be available shortly.

Animal Care Helpline

Farm & Food Care Ontario launched an Animal Care Certificate
Program, based on the nationally developed Codes of Practice for six
species. This training and certification is available free of charge until
the end of May 2018. The program was launched in early September
with six modules available.

The Farm Animal Care Helpline, operated by Farm & Food Care
Ontario, received 60 calls in 2017. Staff also met several times with
managers from the OSPCA to build relationships and help expedite
action on calls referred through the Helpline. Education and
awareness through producer organizations about animal care and a
better relationship between individual commodity groups and the
OSPCA has served to reduce the number of instances where OSPCA
officers are at a farm without proper information or background.

Media & communications training
Two media training sessions were held for farmers and agribusiness
professionals in 2017. These sessions are designed to help individuals
prepare for media interviews and adapt to situations requiring crisis
communications. These sessions occur in the spring and autumn each
year, with approximately 10 spots available in each.

Sharps pick-up & disposal
Farm & Food Care Ontario also ran a speak-up training workshop for
young agricultural leaders, as well as a communication training
webinar for 4-H participants attending this year’s Royal Agricultural
Winter Fair. In the latter, participants learned how to effectively
handle difficult situations, such as event disruptions, as well as
improve their communication skills as agricultural ambassadors; 40
members and 4-H leaders were engaged through the online session.

In an effort to safely remove sharps from farms, Farm & Food Care
Ontario staff attended the 2017 Pork Congress in Stratford to assist
Ontario Pork in a pilot program collecting veterinary sharps. This
program was highly successful, and the similar initiatives are being
explored with other commodity groups in 2018.
Hot-spot barn fire research project

Breakfast on the Farm
With partnership from the Ontario Mutual Insurance Association and
the Agricultural Adaptation Council, Farm & Food Care Ontario
worked to develop a prototype in-barn prevention device. This
prototype is now undergoing in-barn testing and evaluation.

Breakfast on the Farm is Farm & Food Care Ontario’s largest public
event series. 4000 people and over 350 volunteers visited Ontario’s
farms during two Breakfast on the Farm events in the summer of
2017. 2500 people attended the June 24 event at a Shedden-area
dairy goat farm, with another 1500 visiting a dairy cow farm near
Listowel on September 16. VFO has an ongoing invitation to be an
exhibitor these events.

Timing Matters working group & sustainability
Farm & Food Care Ontario is working with livestock commodity
groups on a response to the issue of winter manure spreading
through the OMAFRA-led Timing Matters working group. This
initiative began in September, with Farm & Food Care acting as
secretariat. Staff also participated in the Farm Food and Beyond
working group and Agricultural Management Institute Food Policy
meeting. Further discussions with government and membership to
help with communication activities related to Lake Erie phosphorous
issues are ongoing.

Truck rollover project
A livestock truck rollover project was initiated in 2017 with funding
from the Agriculture Adaptation Council. A team of advisors was
created to attend truck accidents involving livestock. This team took
part in specialized training on animal handling and responder safety
over a three-day period. This has been a collaborative project
between Farm & Food Care and BFO, with assistance from the
Wellington County Fire Department, Luckhart Transport Ltd. and

Continued on page 25...
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Ontario Independent Meat Processors
Submitted by: Laurie Nicol, Executive Director

The OIMP is a not-for-profit association representing Ontario
abattoirs, processing plants, butcher shops, suppliers and
commodity partners. As a unified voice for meat and poultry
processors since 1980, we provide industry leadership on
matters that directly affect our members from government
advocacy, to research, to promotion of Ontario meat and
poultry.

on the Taste Your Future – Career Implementation Committee.
Using a variety of social networking channels, OIMP continues
to promote purchasing local.
Our fall consumer eNews,
featuring Ontario veal, was
delivered to 7000 subscribers. We saw over 28,000 visits to
the ontariomeatandpoultry.ca website, with people looking
for a butcher using our ‘Find a Butcher’ searchable database,
and for recipes. As the official sponsor of
the Flavours section at the One of a Kind
Christmas Show & Sale we promoted
Ontario meat and poultry to an
estimated attendance of over 144,000
people. Through our three promotional
Facebook campaigns, and with product from our Finest
Butcher eliminations, OIMP supported Ontario food banks
with $5,000 in meat donations. We also participated in a
campaign, Fill Every Plate, that raised an additional $3,900 for
food banks to help feed families during the summer when
donations are down.

OIMP believes a strong agricultural sector is dependent upon a
cooperative and mutually beneficial relationship between
producers and processors. We are very fortunate to have the
support from VFO and were pleased to make a presentation to
the VFO Board last year outlining the support OIMP provides
to the industry.
Our members depend upon us for Technical and Regulatory
support and to advocate on their behalf. Last year we helped
plant operators by addressing 368 operational and regulatory
challenges. Issues included: E coli carcass interventions,
Emergency Preparedness for Foreign Animal Disease, Animal
Welfare and Humane Slaughter.
With feet on the ground, OIMP staff made over 500 visits to
meat plants across the province. Connecting with industry
helps us to provide an informed voice to government at our bimonthly meetings with senior management from OMAFRA's
Meat Inspection program. Last year our Technical Director
reviewed nine Meat Plant Guidelines and 14 Meat Inspection
Policy & Procedure documents providing an industry lens to
positively influence policy decisions. Ensuring industry’s voice
is brought forward, OIMP provided comments on Employment
Standards Act, Safe Food for Canadians Regulations, Food
Premise Regulations, and Health Canada Labelling.

The search for Ontario’s Finest Butcher and Finest Meat took
place in 2017 with awards presented at the Red Carpet Gala in
front of 245 attendees. VFO Chair Brian Keunen presented
awards in two product categories including a Platinum Award
for Halenda’s Veal Wiener. The final round of the Ontario
Finest Butcher Competition and behind the scenes coverage of
the Ontario Finest Meat Competition™ judging can be viewed
on our YouTube channel Ontario Meat & Poultry.

OIMP continues to co-chair the Food Integrity Committee – a
government and industry initiative “to decrease the
prevalence of food fraud in Ontario to help protect the
sustainability of the agri-food industry and maintain consumer
trust”.

VFO was one of 80 companies exhibiting at our Meat Industry
Expo where 400 industry representatives walked the show
floor looking to make connections and find solutions for their
processing/retailing needs.

OIMP undertook three GF2 projects:
1. Assisting plant operators with hygienic slaughter,
sanitation training and providing luminometers to help
validate sanitation activities.
2. OIMP Board training on Governance and Strategic
Planning.
3. Collaborated on BFO’s Beef Fingerprint project.
We were also actively involved in discussions around the new
programming for the next funding program (CAP).
Addressing our industry’s Labour Market challenges, we work
closely with the Food Processors HR Council, and participate
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Foodland Ontario
Submitted by: Erin Beaulieu, MPH RD, Program Assistant

Public relations

Easy autumn grills
The weather may be cooling, but autumn is still a wonderful time for grilling. Fire up the barbecue for these
memorable dishes:
Sunday roasts: Rub roast beef with oil, herbs and spices
then marinate it in the refrigerator for a few hours or
overnight. Cook over indirect heat until it reaches the
desired temperature and serve it alongside grilled sweet
potatoes and corn on the cob.
Tasty chops: Barbecue honey-marinated pork chops and
apple slices or Grilled Veal Chops with Pepper Sauce.
Root vegetable medley: Cut carrots, parsnips, onions
and potatoes into bite-sized pieces. Parboil until partially cooked. Drain and toss with oil, salt and pepper and
barbecue in a grilling pan until tender. Serve with grilled
steak, chicken or rainbow trout.

Print articles
There was one recipe picked up for Ontario Veal — Maple Dijon Veal Saltimbocca Skewers. (Niagara Farmers’
Monthly—Smithville, Ontario).
Audience reach of
38,300.
Fresh Perspectives
Foodland Ontario’s Fresh Perspectives newsletter encourages more than 600 print and broadcast media outlets to write and talk about fresh Ontario food. Ontario
veal was featured once in our spring edition, twice in our
autumn edition.
Spring 2017

Fire up the grill for Victoria Day
Kick off the unofficial start of summer on May 22 with
our buffet-style barbecue menu ideas:
Juicy burgers: Mix lean ground beef and veal with egg,
breadcrumbs and dry mustard for a delicious Bacon
Cheddar Burger. Hosting a vegetarian guest? Throw a
few portabella mushrooms on the grill for a meat-free
burger option.
Fall 2017

Ontario Oktoberfest
Every October, Kitchener-Waterloo is home to the largest Oktoberfest outside of Munich, Germany. Celebrated from October 6 to 14, it’s a great time to enjoy Bavarian-inspired foods at home too. Try these ideas made
with local Ontario foods:
Easy appetizers: Using a food processor, whip up a Bavarian beer garden favourite: Obatzda, a creamy cheese
spread made with Ontario Cheddar. Serve it with broccoli florets or carrot sticks.
Meaty mains: Make your own schweinebraten (roast
pork), wurst (sausages) or schweinshaxe (roasted ham
hock). Try our Weissburger with Curry Sauce, made with
patty-shaped veal sausages.
Bavarian side dishes: Serve knödel (potato dumplings),
German potato salad, Käsespätzle (cheese noodles) or
sauerkraut.
Oktoberfest desserts: Bake your own pear strudel or
kuchen, a German cake, with apples or cranberries.

Social Media
Foodland Ontario current social media performance:

Facebook
On Facebook, Foodland Ontario’s posts in relation to
Ontario veal reached 523,299 people. These posts generated the following:
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Recipe Brochures and Cards
700,000+ English (and 5000 French) copies were distributed. These brochures are available for free from the
Foodland Ontario website for those who have a
Foodland Ontario logo agreement.
Spring-Summer 2017 Recipe Brochure

Twitter

Veal was featured in our Veal Pesto Burger recipe.

On Twitter, Foodland Ontario’s tweets in relation to Ontario veal generated the following:

Instagram
On Instagram, Foodland Ontario’s posts in relation to
Ontario veal generated the following:

Pinterest
On Pinterest, Foodland Ontario’s posts in relation to Ontario veal generated the following:
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Fall-Winter 2017018 Recipe Brochure

Veal was featured in our Mushroom Veal Marsala recipe.

Online Recipes
There are a variety of recipes on the Foodland Ontario
website that feature veal.

Form 1 Registration
Are you a veal producer? Do you receive regular communications from Veal Farmers of Ontario
(VFO)? If not, perhaps we do not have your current information on file. In order to receive up to
date communications from VFO you need to fill out Form 1. Form 1 identifies you as a veal
producer, whether that is bob calves, grain-fed or milk-fed veal. If you need a form they are
available for download on the VFO website or by contacting the office.

A check-off reminder
As a veal producer, under Ontario Regulation 58/15, it is your responsibility to remit the check-off dollars to VFO
monthly (private treaty sales are not exempt). Calves sold or purchased at a sale barn have the $4.00/head deducted
and remitted on your behalf.
Not all dealers are remitting on behalf of the dairy feeder calves they are purchasing or selling. It is your responsibility
to ensure the check-off has been remitted. Those check-off dollars are used to implement the Strategic Plan
developed by the Board of Directors, and outlined in the Annual Report.
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Ontario Livestock & Poultry Council
Highlights of OLPC’s 2017 Activities
Submitted by: Susan Fitzgerald, Executive Director
VFO is a member of the Ontario Livestock & Poultry Council. There
are currently 27 regular members including livestock and poultry
groups, agri-business, veterinary associations, the Animal Health Lab,
University of Guelph, OMAFRA, Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA), Ministry of Health and Long-term Care and the OSPCA. The
Council is industry funded and provides a forum for the livestock and
poultry industries to come together to develop strategies to deal with
important animal health and biosecurity issues.

expanded because of two cases further West (one Arctic fox strain
and one raccoon rabies).
In August, there was a huge spike in bat submissions, all big brown
bats. There were 168 bats submitted in August alone which is double
the norm although only 20 were positive for rabies. Wildlife
rehabilitation groups are also noticing an increase in bats being
brought in leading to concerns regarding what is going on in the big
brown bat population.

At our bi-monthly meetings, we hear updates and presentations on
biosecurity projects and animal disease concerns. This article
summarizes some of the information shared at OLPC meetings over
the past year and also in our quarterly newsletter.

The Public Health Unit should be contacted if there is any type of
human exposure. If there is no human exposure and it is a domestic
animal, contact your veterinarian. The Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry is the appropriate contact if there is a wild animal acting
strangely. For dead bats, contact the Canadian Wildlife Health
Cooperative at 1-866-673-4781.

Coxiella burnetii (Q fever) on dairy goat farms and in wildlife
Dr. Paula Menzies, University of Guelph gave a presentation to OLPC
members on her research relating to Coxiella burnetii (Q fever). C.
burnetii is much more prevalent in goats than in sheep and more so
in dairy goats than meat goats. It can result in abortions, still births,
and weak lambs and kids. The does and ewes are rarely ill and don’t
shed bacteria until birthing and then afterwards. It is incredibly
resistant to changes in environment and can survive for months or
even years and can be aerosolized up to five km. Humans are
primarily infected via inhalation and unfortunately there is poor
recognition of Q fever by physicians. It can cause flu-like symptoms,
pneumonia and liver disease. Part of Paula’s research looked at what
role wildlife might play in perpetuating this infection as it is very
common in small rodents. Wildlife on farms and nearby natural areas
were live-trapped for sampling. Prevalence of C. burnetii was not
different in wildlife trapped on farm and in natural areas. Work is
ongoing to genotype the C. burnetii found in the wildlife species.
Preliminary analysis suggests there is not a risk to domestic livestock
by wildlife.

As of July 1st, OMAFRA will no longer respond to calls directly from
animal owners. Callers will be referred back to their own
veterinarian. Veterinarians can refer to the omafra.gov.on.ca/
english/food/inspection/ahw/rabies.htm#14 or call the OMAFRA
Agricultural Information Contact Centre: 1-877-424-1300 for
assistance. Rabies surveillance maps are posted at omafra.gov.on.ca/
english/food/inspection/ahw/rabieszone.htm.
New reporting requirements for Ontario veterinarians and
veterinary labs
As of January 1, 2018, veterinarians and veterinary laboratories in
Ontario will have new requirements to report animal cases of certain
diseases to local public health units. As a result of recent regulatory
amendments to O. Reg. 557 (Communicable Diseases – General),
veterinarians and directors of laboratories who know or suspect that
an animal is infected with:




Potential disease risks posed by wild turkeys

Avian influenza virus;

Novel influenza virus (defined as any influenza virus not already
known to be endemically circulating in Ontario’s animal species); or
Echinococcus multilocularis
will be required to report these cases to their local public health unit.
They must also provide the health unit with information on the
location of the animal(s), contact information for the owner(s) of the
animals, and any other information required by the health unit to
minimize potential risks to human and public health. Local Medical
Officers of Health will also have regulatory authority to act to prevent
the spread of these infectious agents to humans.

On the same theme of the potential for wild animals to infect
domestic livestock and poultry, Nicole Nemeth, University of Guelph
gave a presentation regarding her assessment of the potential for
pathogen spread between wild turkeys and domestic flocks. A 22year retrospective study was completed in collaboration with the
Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative on diseases diagnosed in wild
turkeys in Ontario. As well, 152 wild turkey carcasses were collected
from hunters across southern Ontario. There was a high prevalence
of Mycoplasma which is consistent with U.S. studies. E. coli was
commonly detected but not Salmonella and only three out of 152
samples showed antimicrobial resistance. The majority of samples
were Eimeria oocyst positive. All samples were A.I. negative. Nicole’s
conclusions were that there was minimum evidence of disease in wild
turkeys but the potential for transmission to domestic flocks is
unknown.

O. Reg. 557 already contains similar provisions relating to veterinary
reporting requirements for cases of avian chlamydiosis in birds, and
all mammal bites as potential rabies exposures.
The full text of the regulatory amendments, filed on December 15,
2017 is currently available online at Ontario’s e-Laws website at:
ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r17501 The text of the newly amended
O. Reg. 557/91 will be available on the e-Laws website at ontario.ca/
laws/regulation/900557?search=557 once the amendments come
into force on January 1, 2018.

Rabies
There have been fewer cases this year than last however the number
is still quite high with 382 animals testing positive for the raccoon
strain and 14 with the Arctic fox strain. The surveillance areas have
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Ontario Livestock & Poultry Council
Highlights of OLPC’s 2017 Activities
Continued...
Seneca virus

compensation paid to the owners and approximately 26,000 animals
have been released from quarantine.

Seneca virus is still being detected at Ontario swine assembly yards at
a low level; but has not been identified on farms or at abattoirs.
There are also a few cases in Manitoba but, again, they are restricted
to assembly yards. U.S. media stories are reporting increased cases in
the U.S. Midwest. In 2015, there were a total of 200 cases in the U.S.
as a whole, but this year, there were 300 cases in Wisconsin alone.
OMAFRA and the Animal Health Lab are involved in a study of herds
in Ontario to see if they have been exposed to Seneca virus. To date,
surveillance for Seneca virus has only taken place at high risk points.
This study will be looking at herds without lesions.

West Nile Virus
The number of cases of West Nile virus in Ontario, as at October 30,
2017, was 21 cases in horses and many in wild birds (approx. 61). All
horses had neurological signs; some were euthanized and some were
treated. The horse cases were widespread; there was no particular
hot spot although Bruce County had four cases and Simcoe and
Niagara each had three. The Ontario Association of Equine
Practitioners will try to partner with another group to bring
awareness to vaccinating horses for West Nile.

Bovine TB in Alberta and Saskatchewan
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease
The on-farm testing of trace-in herds (approximately 15,000 animals)
is complete. There were 71 premises to be tested, 60 have been
released from quarantine. Premises will continue to be released as
laboratory and post-mortem examination results are received. Tracein herds are tested to determine if they were the source of infection
but it is possible that the source will not be found.

Two white-tailed deer from London were submitted to the Canadian
Wildlife Health Cooperative in early September. They tested positive
for epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) but negative for Chronic
Wasting Disease.

The one infected premises which had six animals infected with the
same strain of bovine TB has been released from quarantine. Four
premises that housed co-mingled herds are under quarantine (with
no cattle) and will be released once cleaning and disinfection is
completed.

EHD can affect domestic livestock and farmed cervids. An industry
advisory was issued by OMAFRA. The risk of transmission to
domestic livestock is low but in white-tailed deer there can be direct
transmission, otherwise it is transmitted via midges. EHD is not
transmitted to livestock simply by being in the same field with wild
deer.

One trace-out herd (a herd that received animals from the infected
herd in the past five years) is under quarantine.

If members of the public come across a sick or dead deer, they are
asked to report it by calling the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative
at 1-866-673-4781 or the Natural Resources Information Centre at 1800-667-1940.

To date, approximately 11,500 animals associated with the infected,
co-mingled, trace-out and trace-in herds have been destroyed with

Farm & Food Care Ontario
Continued from page 16...

Strategic Plan

given to these councils moving forward. The goal is for the councils
to serve as technical working groups, helping to determine priority
areas for Farm & Food Care Ontario projects.

Farm & Food Care Ontario underwent a year-long Strategic planning
process in 2017 that included significant opportunities for member
input and engagement. That plan was approved by the Board of
Directors in November and will serve as a foundation for the
organization’s work over the next three years.

The Board of Directors has committed to reviewing the strategic
plan annually to ensure it is still meeting the need of the
membership.

Through that process, our membership confirmed that Farm & Food
Care Ontario’s top priority should be continued engagement with the
Ontario public – primarily through targeted food influencer groups.
The strategic plan consultation process also showed strong support
for the work done by Farm & Food Care Ontario’s councils, both on
the environmental and animal care sides. An increased focus is being

To learn more about these and other initiatives, visit
www.FarmFoodCare.org. Comments and questions can also be
directed to info@farmfoodcare.org

Minister Jeff Leal & VFO Chair Brian Keunen
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T HANK Y O U T O OU R
2018 ANNUAL SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR 2018 AGM SPONSORS

Veal Farmers of Ontario

449 Laird Road, Unit 12, Guelph, Ontario N1G 4W1
Tel: 519-824-2942
Fax: 519-824-2534
www.ontarioveal.on.ca www.ontariovealappeal.on.ca
www.calfcare.ca
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